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This document provides a reference for users of CoherentWeb, an XSLT development and processing 
client application. It describes how to use CoherentWeb for XSLT development, testing and batch-
processing. 
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Introduction  

Overview  
CoherentWeb is an XSLT batch processing client with advanced XML/XSLT editing and validation 

capabilities. The focus on batch processing has influenced every major design decision and is the 

fundamental difference between CoherentWeb and the typical XML IDEs. 

This overview highlights some of the key features that distinguish CoherentWeb in this role. 

No opening/closing of files  

Opening files into dedicated tabbed page for viewing is inefficient for analysing and processing large 

file sets because document tab wells work best with about 6 documents open. With CoherentWeb, 

each time you select a file ƛǘΩǎ shown immediately in the file viewer; ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ о 

document tabs: Input, Output and XSLT.  Files are only locked when they have unsaved changes. 

Dedicated processing control panel  

Processing is controlled and logs are accessed from a dedicated Control Panel. Processing 

information is also displayed in this panel, which is updated in real-time. 

 

File selection from a  project  folder  

A file-system folder is selected as the project folder in CoherentWeb in preparation for development 

or processing. This works in a similar way to the projects used by conventional IDEs, and can be 

accessed from the Recent Folder list in subsequent sessions. Settings for this folder affect whether 

the contents of subfolders is shown, and also whether zip-archive folder structure of zip-files within 

the top-level folder is included. Search pattern settings are used to include/exclude specific files, 

compressed or otherwise. 

/ƻƘŜǊŜƴǘ²ŜōΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ 

Areas of Responsibility 

within the XSLT Production 

Process 
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XML text editor with padding -free formatting  

CoherentWebΩǎ ·a[ ǘŜȄǘ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ uses XML formatting which appears, at first sight, to be very similar 

to that found in most other XML editors. ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴt difference however in the way that 

indentation is achieved: tab or space padding characters have been dropped in favour of a left-

margin that dynamically adjusts to the XML context. There are many benefits to using this approach, 

including: 

¶ Indentation is automatically updated as you type - nƻ ΨǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǇǊƛƴǘΩ button 

¶ Indentation is  preserved with Word-Wrap on 

¶ All whitespace characters are controlled by yourself, not the editor 

¶ File size is roughly 25% less than for space-character padded files 

¶ Sub-languages within the XML, like XPath and JavaScript are formatted more easily 

¶ Improved XML Editor interoperability: settings for  each editor control indentation 

¶ Switchable indentation, with no change to the XML text 

¶ Consistent indentation of XML, including on the clipboard with other editors 

¶ Improved hardcopy printing ς Adjacent line-numbering and wrapping to margins 

¶ Simplicity/Cost ς Treating whitespace consistently keeps editor design simple 

 

Collating XSLT output  

When performing an XSLT batch transform, each input file may 

produce a range of outputs: 

¶ The Principal Output 

¶ 1 or more result-documents 

¶ Output from extension functions (e.g. EXPath ZIP) 

¶ xsl:message output 

¶ Dynamic error output 

CoherentWeb collates the outputs listed above for each batch-

run and aggregates data on this into a structured XML report for further analysis. 

XPath Features 

To assist in developing and debugging XPath expressions, CoherentWeb integrates the XPath 

edit/trace/debug features of the well-established XPath Tool, SketchPath. A simple XPath-based 

find-and-replace feature augments the regular-expression based equivalent in the XML editor.  

Formatted XML - Tab or space characters not required 

Collated Output 

3 
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Getting Started  

System Requirements  

¶ Windows .NET Framework 4.0 

¶ Windows XP (or later) x86/x64 

¶ MS Office 2007/2010 (optional) 

¶ 2GHz Intel Pentium or equivalent (Multi-Core preferred) 

¶ Tablet PC Components (for Windows Vista/7 ς normally installed on Windows setup) 

Before Installing  ɀ For Windows XP 
If installing on a Windows XP machine, you will first need to run the Windows XP Compatibility Pack 

which can be downloaded from the CoherentWeb Downloads page. 

Install ation  
To install CoherentWeb, download and run 

the setup file. When prompted for a 

product-key (see image), either paste in a 

valid key, or click on the Evaluation Key link.  

Required Components  

On Windows Vista/Window 7 this 

application requires Windows Tablet PC 

Components to be switched on. This is the 

default state, if CoherentWeb warns you 

that these are disabled, from Windows use: 

Start > Control Panel > Turn Windows Features on or off and ensure the Table PC 

Components checkbox is ticked (see below). 

 

 
CoherentWeb requires Tablet PC Components turned on ς they may have been disabled 

1 

2 

3 

License-Key form show after installation 
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Inline Auto-Completion 

Select a Project Folder  
When CoherentWeb first starts, the Configure Panel is shown in the main application window. To 

prepare to browse a set of XML files, drag and drop a folder from Windows Explorer onto the Recent 

Input list within the Configure Panel. A list of all files found in the project folder is shown in the File 

List Panel, each file will have an icon to indicate if the file is well-formed XML. 

View a File 
Switch from the Configure Panel to the Edit Panel by pressing the Edit tab located at the top-left of 

the panel. The XML Editor will be displayed and the first file found in the project folder will be in 

view, to select another file, use the File List, Project Explorer or the dropdown File Selector. 

 

Start Editing  
As soon as you start editing a document, the Lock button at the top of the editor is highlighted, 

indicating that there are unsaved changes. Press this button to release the lock on the document; 

the button will be un-highlighted, allowing you to browse to other files. 

 

Using Auto -Completion  
There are 2 types of auto-completion: the first helps with XML syntax and the second helps by 

prompting you for expected content defined by a 

schema. To use schema auto-completion, you will first 

need to associate a schema set (see XSD Quick Start) with 

the project folder, ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŜŘƛǘƛƴƎ ·a[ {ŎƘŜƳŀ ƻǊ 

XSLT files, as schemas for these are pre-loaded. 

 

Formatting  
XML text is by default formatted as you type; with 

indention used to show the element nesting-level for each 

new line. Where attribute names and values occur on new 

The Main Application Tabs: Edit, Configure, Print and Review 

The XML Editor with lock button set 

Lock Button 














